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In a few days, Mr. Speaker, a group 

of Members of Congress will travel to 
India to walk the path that Dr. King 
walked. I am hopeful that we will have 
the opportunity to be inspired by this 
one man to carry the message of peace, 
hope and love to the rest of the world. 
Gandhi once said ‘‘nonviolence is the 
first article of my faith. It is also the 
last article of my creed.’’ He said that 
our choice was between nonviolence 
and nonexistence. 

Dr. King said that we must learn to 
live together as brothers and sisters or 
perish as fools. The message of Gandhi 
and Dr. King still speaks to us today. 

I call on all Members of the House to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS), a member of the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. I certainly 
thank the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, today’s resolution 
marks the 50th anniversary of the Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King’s visit to 
India and the positive influence that 
the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi had 
on Reverend King’s work during the 
Civil Rights Movement. Likewise, later 
this month, we will also celebrate 
President Lincoln’s birthday because of 
his work to lay the foundation for what 
would become the greatest of American 
achievements, the recognition of the 
God-given equal value of all individuals 
regardless of their race, and the con-
sequent and natural equal protection of 
the law for everyone. 

Reverend King and President Lincoln 
had many things in common. But most 
prominently of all was their life’s work 
to humanize the dehumanized, to give 
value to a human life that the law had 
previously regarded as being lesser 
than other more politically powerful 
persons. 

Reverend King reminded us in his 
1963 Letter From the Birmingham Jail 
that ‘‘injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere. We are caught in 
an inescapable network of mutuality, 
tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly, affects 
all indirectly.’’ Like Gandhi, Reverend 
King looked to his faith to transform 
society. Reverend King ultimately paid 
with his life the price for working to 
extend the equal protection of the law 
to all. 

Mr. Speaker, those were the strug-
gles of the past centuries. And those 
were the heroes of the past centuries. 
But their work is not done. The 21st 
century has its own civil rights strug-
gle, Mr. Speaker. As Day Gardner, 
president of the National Black Pro- 
Life Union, has said, ‘‘The biggest 
struggle for civil rights today is for the 
civil rights of the unborn child.’’ 

Last year I joined black activists and 
black mothers from around the coun-
try at the corner of 16th Street North-
west in D.C. to protest what has been 
the deadliest form of discrimination in 
our country’s history, the systematic 
elimination of millions, fully one-half 

of all black Americans conceived in 
this country, primarily at government- 
funded family planning clinics placed 
in our inner cities. Every day, Mr. 
Speaker, almost 1,500 unborn black 
children are aborted. Black babies are 
aborted at between four and five times 
the rate of that of white babies. Mr. 
Speaker, this equates to a genocide 
against black America. And yet our 
U.S. Government continues to increase 
the annual appropriation to Planned 
Parenthood and to other abortion pro-
viders every year. 

Mr. Speaker, I have every conviction 
that if he were alive today, that Rev-
erend Martin Luther King would not be 
silent in the face of such an outrage. 
Dr. King noted in his Letter From Bir-
mingham Jail that the early church 
‘‘by their effort and example, brought 
an end to such ancient evils as infan-
ticide.’’ He didn’t know that in 1973, 10 
years after he wrote those words, that 
the U.S. Supreme Court would revive 
the practice of killing the innocent and 
that the black community would pay a 
higher price in blood than any other. 
Abortion on demand is called some-
times the exercise of hard-won rights. 
But in reality, Mr. Speaker, it is the 
extinguishing of a legacy. 

The greatest failure of human gov-
ernment is the failure to recognize the 
inherent value of every human life. Un-
born children in America are the great-
est example of that today. It is the 
civil rights struggle before America in 
this century. Reverend King once said 
that ‘‘The law cannot change a heart, 
but it can restrain the heartless. The 
law cannot make a man love me, but it 
can restrain him from lynching me.’’ 
This Congress, I will introduce the 
PreNDA bill, the Prenatal Non-
discrimination Act, to end sex-selec-
tion abortion and race-selection abor-
tion in America. 

It is time to reject the discrimina-
tory disgrace of aborting a child based 
on race or sex. Doing so might remind 
us all it is also time for the equal pro-
tection clause to realize its full mean-
ing finally, that every human being is 
a child of God, with the God-given 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
their dreams. Nothing, Mr. Speaker, 
nothing, would honor the work of Rev-
erend Martin Luther King or Mahatma 
Gandhi or President Abraham Lincoln 
more. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the fine gen-
tleman from the great State of Wash-
ington, Mr. JIM MCDERMOTT. 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
honored to join my friend and col-
league, Representative JOHN LEWIS, 
himself a legendary civil rights leader, 
in strongly supporting H. Res. 134 and 
in carrying a message of hope to an up-
coming trip to India. 

There is so much that we can learn 
from the lives of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. 

Gandhi’s principle of ‘‘satyagraha,’’ 
nonviolent resistance, inspired change 
for the better throughout the world 
and particularly in the United States. 
As Dr. King said in a radio address in 
India in 1959 on this trip, ‘‘the spirit of 
Gandhi is so much stronger today than 
some people believe.’’ That statement 
is even truer today. 

These two people changed their coun-
tries and the world for the better. And 
the world today would benefit from a 
new Dr. King or a new Gandhi. They 
taught us that violence begets vio-
lence. As Gandhi once said, ‘‘An eye for 
an eye makes the whole world blind.’’ 
No one doubts that there are serious 
problems in the world today, violence 
in the Middle East and many other 
places, the AIDS pandemic and ex-
treme poverty where 1 billion people in 
the world live on less than a dollar a 
day. Missiles will not solve these cri-
ses. But people can, people of good will 
with courage and character, people like 
Dr. Martin Luther King and Mahatma 
Gandhi. We need them now more than 
ever. And this resolution and this up-
coming trip by the Congress to India 
will honor their contributions to man-
kind and rekindle their spirit to seek 
peace by living in peace. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. 
Res 134. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, may I inquire as to how much time 
is left for each side? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia has 12 minutes. 
The gentleman from Texas has 121⁄2 
minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we 
don’t have any other speakers at this 
time. 

I would like to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would yield 3 minutes to the hon-
orable Representative from the great 
State of Texas, Ms. SHEILA JACKSON- 
LEE. 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. It is a 
privilege, Mr. Speaker, to have the op-
portunity to come to the floor today 
for such an important recognition of 
two iconic movers of change, individ-
uals who laid the underpinnings of the 
reformation of nations that already 
had a good heart. Let me thank the 
manager, Mr. JOHNSON, for his leader-
ship, and of course our ranking mem-
ber, Mr. SMITH, my colleague from 
Texas, and the author of this legisla-
tion, JOHN LEWIS. I know that he wrote 
this legislation from the heart. 

We will be recognizing this historic 
journey in a few days, the 50th anniver-
sary of Martin Luther King’s visit to 
India and the recognition of the inter-
twining of their spirits and their intel-
lect between Martin King and Ma-
hatma Gandhi. I had the opportunity 
to view the years-old film that was 
done on his life. Certainly we know 
that fictional aspects may have been 
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